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hour9 or as a man, once his twenty-first birthday is
past, is in his twenty-second year but gives his age as
twenty-one.

Since the day signs ran in a continual circle of
twenty, and as there were twenty days in each month,
each month of the year began with the same day sign
and each day sign occupied the same position in each
month. If it had not been for the five "unlucky
days" at the end of each year, the positions of the
day signs would have been constant year in and year
out. But the addition of these five days caused each
day sign to shift five places backward each successive
year. Hence each year (and each month in the year)
began with a day sign five days later than the pre-
ceding year. And since twenty is divisible by five
four times, it follows that only four day signs could
ever occur as initial days in the Mayan year, and that
each day sign could only occupy four positions in
a month. These were as follows:

Positions:

Positions:

0.5.10.15
Ik

Manik
Eb
Caban

1.6.11.16
Akbal
Lamat

Ben
Eznab

Positions:

Positions:

Positions:

2.7.12.17
Kan
Muluc
Ix
Cauac

3.8.13.18

Chicchan
Oc

Men
Ahau

4.9.14.19
Cimi
Chuen
Cib
Imix